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Adventures in going forth and staying put from one of our greatest travel writersIn vivid, urgent

books such as Terra Incognita and The Magnetic North, Sara Wheeler reckoned with the allure and

brutality of life on the fringes, exploring distant lands with an extraordinary sensitivity to history, to

place, and to the people who inhabit them. Access All Areas collects the best essays and journalism

by a writer who has used extreme travel as a means to explore an inner landscape. Ranging from

Albania to the Arctic, Wheeler attends a religion seminar aboard the Queen Elizabeth 2 and defrosts

her underwear inside an igloo. She treks to distant Tierra del FuegoÃ¢â‚¬â€•"a place where nothing

ever happened"Ã¢â‚¬â€•and to the swamps of Malawi, a place so hot that toads explode. She

crosses dubious borders with nothing but a kidney donor card for ID and learns to wing walk and

belly dance, though not at the same time. Charming, scathing, restless, and eternally amused, the

writer we meet in Access All Areas has spent a lifetime investigating roots and rootlessness.

Seeking only to satisfy her own curiosity, Wheeler shows us the world.
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I am a great fan of Sara Wheeler but this book disappoints. When she writes of her travels, the



words sparkle with life. When she reviews the works of other authors it immediately puts.me to

sleep.

The most insightful and courageous travel / conservation / history book I've read. From "Kerala:

Killing Elephants and How to Avoid It", "It was one damned thing after another in the igloo. You

struggle out the bag to solve one problem, and a battalion of others queue up for recognition", role

models of travel writing, and many, many more stories told with intelligence.
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